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Endeavouring, however, to dismiss from our mind any unfavourable impression which may have been produced in it by the circumstance just alluded to, we shall now proceed to the consideration of the subject matter of Dr. Simon's works. genital affections as precursors of leprosy, and impure connexion as a cause of the same; that several speak of the transition of venereal disease into leprosy; that, moreover, in leprosy affections of the bones, ulcers of the throat, destruction of the nose, alopecia, falling off of the nails, &c., occurred in severe cases, we may well consider it more than probable that the leprosy of the ancients, like the spedalskhed, radesyge, &c. of the present day, in great part belonged to constitutional syphilis; that syphilis consequently was known in the most remote periods, and that the conversion of lepra into syphilis is unnecessary and untenable. The fact is simply, that from the time oi the notorious Neapolitan epidemic, the course of syphilis became more malignant and more violent, but that we are not justified in dating thc origin of syphilis from it, the less so as the history of this epidemic is involved in great obscurity."
From the foregoing it is evident that both writers agree in considering that a certain relation existed between syphilis and the ancient leprosy, and that they differ only as to which was cause and which effect. 
